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tious adventurer, who hoped to carve his way, amid the stormy
scenes that were opening, to wealth and power and fame. There
was much of the spirit of the revolutionist, to whom the demo-
cratic ideal of Rousseau had become almost what religion is
to a devotee. There was also a true strain of self-sacrificing
patriotism; a real sense of the degradation of his country, the
corruption of her Government and the poverty of her people, but,
like much Irish patriotism, that of Tone was mixed with great
levity, and was largely compounded of hatreds. He hated and
despised the Parliament of Ireland. He hated the Irish country
gentry. He hated the Whig Club, and always remembered
with bitterness how Grattan had warned the Catholic Com-
mittee against him ; but above all things he hated England as
the main cause of the evils of Ireland, and looked forward with
passionate eagerness to her downfall. Yet not many years had
passed since Tone had sent to Pitt and Grenville memorials of a
project for establishing a military colony in the South Sea, for
the purpose of assisting England in war with Spain, and if these
memorials had been acted on, and Pitt had thrown the young
adventurer into a career of enterprise under the English flag, he
has himself acknowledged that it is extremely improbable that
he would have ever been heard of as an Irish rebel.1 Even after
he had been deeply immersed in the conspiracy, even at the time
when he was obliged to leave Ireland, he appears to have been
perfectly prepared to abandon Irish polities if the Government lie
deemed so odious would provide for him in the East Indies/*
He was not a bloodthirsty man, and he was sincerely anxious
that rebellion in Ireland should be as little sanguinary as pos-
sible, but he distinctly contemplated a massacre of the gentry
as a possible consequence of what he was doing, and he became

1  Memoirs, i. 26, 27, 36, 37.    His     duty to his country paramount to any
friend. Russell (who was afterwards     personal feeling or consideration. . . .
hanged for treason) joined him in this     Even in that extreme peril, he <utn-
ovcrture to Pitt.    * The Minister's re-     stantly refused to tie his hands by any
fusal,'he says, 'did not sweeten us     engagement for the future. He would,
much towards him.   I renewed the     however, have accepted theoiVerwhieU
TOW I had once before rnade, to make     they made at first, to send him to the
him, if I could, repent of it, in which      East Indies, out of the road of European
Russell most heartily concurred/            politics;   perhaps   they   feared  him

2  His   son,   speaking   of    Wolfo     even there, when they altered  their
Tone's conduct after the arrest of     minds.'    (.1/rwwAY, i. 120.)
Jackson, says:   * He considered his
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